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R. 0. No. J2:? - 19 - 20. By CITY CLERK. January 6, 2020. 

Submitting a communication from Toby Watson, South Pier Real Estate 
Development, regarding individual's personal property tax being applied to 
another individual. 

CITY CLERK 



South Pier Real Estate Development 
2808 Kohler Memorial Drive, Suite 1, Sheboygan, WI 53081 
920-918-7377 tobytylerwatson@gmail.com 

January 2, 2020 

City of Sheboygan 
Mayor Vandersteen 
828 Center Ave. 
Sheboygan, WI 53081 

RE: Individuals Personal Property Tax Being Applied To Another Individual 

Dear Mayor Vandersteen, 

Today, I attempted to obtain an electrical permit for my property at 2808 Kohler Memorial Drive, 
Sheboygan, WI. I had obtained a building renovation permit last week for a new wheelchair 
ramp without any problem, but today, the building inspection department stated there was a lien 
against my property and an amount owed for taxes. 

I informed them I own this property free and clear from any liens and or mortgages. They 
informed me, there were two individuals who were tenants at my property in 2018, and that they 
did not pay their own "personal property" tax bill (i.e. for their own desk, computer, etc ... ). 

I questioned why the City of Sheboygan was then attempting to stop my taking out a building 
permit due to someone else's bill, especially since it is not my bill and I have no control over 
another person, do not have any control or possession of that person's personal property. At 
first, I did not even recognize the name of these individuals when the clerk stated it to me. 

The clerk indicated that Eric lkoff owed the City .67 cents, and that Brian Dewey owed the City 
$93.63 for their own personal property tax. Obviously I refused to pay someone else's bill, and 
as of today, we now do not have a permit and no improvement can begin. 

The Building Inspection clerk transferred me to Mr. Chuck Adams, City Attorney, who informed 
me that Wisconsin statue indicates a city can place a lien against my building, and stop a 
permit, if a tenant or former tenant of a building does not pay their own personal property tax. 

Now, I had already read the statue prior to calling him, and I could not find any such language. I 
specifically indicated I have no control or possession over someone else's personal property, 
and I requested he tell me what statue he was citing. He stated the City ordinance allows for 
the building inspection department to stop permits being issued because of a tenant not paying 
their bill, and he could not give me legal advice. 



I then posed a hypothetical question to Mr. Adams, stating that if my tenant who rents a mailbox 
at my office building, for their food truck business, did not pay their personal property tax for 
their food trucks, was he telling me the city could and or would file a lien against my property, 
stop me from improving my property, and ultimately foreclose and take my building that I paid 
for in full, all because a guy who rented a mailbox did not pay there own personal property bill. 
Mr. Adams indicated the city could and the statue allows for this. When I again asked for the 
specific statue and ordinance, I was referred to my own attomey. 

I do not believe the City of Sheboygan has the legal right to stop my building permit request, 
impose another person's bill upon me, and then literally take my personal property (a building I) 
because some else decided not to pay their own personal, their personal, property tax bill. 

I would like to request the following: 

1) The ability to obtain an electrical permit for my office building, by having the 
amount owed by these old tenants be released from my property. 

2) Obtain clarification as to the specific statue that states the city can force me to pay for 
another persons tax bill, especially when I have no control or possession over someone 
else's business and personal property. 

3) Request that a specific resolution or ordinance be created preventing the stopping of 
building permits being obtained due to personal property taxes not being paid, which has 
nothing to do with the actual building and or the owner of a building. 

4) Request that a specific resolution and or ordinance be created stating the city will only 
seek reimbursement from the original owing party that is listed on the personal property 
tax bill, and that the city will specifically not file a lien or see to foreclosure upon a 
landlords property for the failure of a tenant to pay their own tax bill, especially when that 
landlord has no control or possession of the tenants own personal property, whether it 
be stored on or off of the landlords physical property. 

The sovereignty and responsibility of an individual to care for themselves is of the upmost 
Importance. Individuals need to be responsible for their own actions, and it becomes dangerous 
to our society when we attempt to make others responsible for the actions of others, especially 
when we have no actual control over those other individuals. The government should not 
attempt to make one person responsible for another man's liabilities, especially when someone 
has no control or that other Individual and their actions. I can not believe this is even 
constitutional. I pay my taxes, I improve my properties, and I have no possession or control 
over other people's personal property, and I should not be held responsible to pay someone 
else's tax and debt. I will NEVER pay the .67 cents, and certainly not any more. 

Please let me know how you wish me to proceed, as we have completed our building 
renovations, but are waiting now for some electrical upgrades to be performed. Frankly this 
type of city behavior gives me serious pause to doing more work, owning property and being a 



developer. It is hard enough to navigate my own financial obligations, but to now think I could 
be held liable for the 200+ other tenants I have in the city, frankly, makes me cringe. 

Regards, 

Dr. Toby Watson, President 
South Pier Real Estate Development 

Cc 
Atty. Josh McKinley 
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------ Forwarded message -----

From: Suhrke, Laurie <Laurie.Suhrke@sheboyganwi.gov> 

Date: Thu, Jan 2, 2020 at 1:42 PM 

Subject: 2018 Personal Property taxes 

To: tobytylerwatson@gmail.com <tobytylerwatson@gmail.com> 

Cc: Suhrke, Laurie <Laurie.Suhrke@sheboyganwi.gov> 

January 2019 

59281820230P Taxes $0.57 Interest/Penalty $0.10 Total Due $0.67 

59281950226 Taxes $79.35 Interest/Penalty $14.28 Total Due $93.63 

Laurie Suhrke 

Auditor/ Analyst 

City of Sheboygan 

Laurie.Suhrke@sheboyganwi.gov 

828 Center Avenue 

Sheboygan,VVI53081 

(920)-459-3314 

www.SheboyganWI.gov 

NOTICE: This e-mail may contain confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail; please 
notify the sender immediately and delete this e-mail from your system. Also, please be aware that email 
correspondence to and from 11The City of Sheboygan" may be subject to open record requests. 
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' 
CITY OF SHEBOYGAN 

REQUEST FOR FINANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Res. No. 141-19-20 by Alderpersons Donohue and Bohren, authorizing 
acceptance of $120,000 in funds from Festival Foods towards the 2020, 2021, and 2022 City 
Independence Day celebrations. 

REPORT PREPARED BY: Chad Pelishek, Director of Planning and Development 

REPORT DATE: January 8, 2020 

FISCAL SUMMARY: 
Budget Line Item: N/A 

Budget Summary: N/A 
Budgeted Expenditure: N/A 
Budgeted Revenue: N/A 

BACKGROUND I ANALYSIS: 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2020 

STATUTORY REFERENCE: 
Wisconsin Statutes: N/A 
Municipal Code: N/A 

Festival Foods has been a sponsor of the City's Independence Day fireworks for the past 
nine years. Festival Foods sponsors fireworks in many of the markets they serve with 
grocery stores and contracts for fireworks displays in multiple markets across the state. City 
staff and Festival Foods prefer to enter into a three-year sponsorship and have accepted the 
city's application for sponsorship for three years, 2020, 2021, and 2022. 

Under the agreement, Festival Foods contracts with a fireworks vendor, pays the bill and 
provides the City with a $40,000 fireworks display on the 4th of July. In return, Visit 
Sheboygan, which manages the festivities on behalf of the City, promotes Festival Foods as 
a major sponsor in all propaganda and marketing for the event. 

STAFF COMMENTS: 
Festival Foods has sponsored $360,000 in contributions towards fireworks for the past nine 
years and another $120,000 for 2020, 2021, and 2022 and should be applauded for their 
investment in our community and for the success of this major event that draws 80,000+ 
people to the city. 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
Motion to recommend the Common Council adopt Res. No. 141-19-20, authorizing the 
acceptance of $120,000 in funds from Festival Foods towards the 2020, 2021, 2022 City 
Independence Day celebrations. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
I. Res. No. 141-19-20 

1 



Res. No. \4\ - 19 - 20. By Alderpersons Donohue and Bohren. January 6, 2020. 

A RESOLUTION authorizing the acceptance of $120,000 in funds from 
Festival Foods towards the 2020, 2021, and 2022 City Independence Day 
celebrations. 

WHEREAS, Festival Foods has assisted in sponsoring the city's annual 
fireworks show on July 4 for the past nine years; and 

WHEREAS, Festival Foods has agreed to a three-year sponsorship 
contribution to coordinate and fund a $40,000 fireworks show as part of these 
festivities as follows: 

2020: 
2021: 
2022: 

$40,000; 
$40,000; 
$40,000; and 

WHEREAS, Visit Sheboygan, which has contracted with the City to 
coordinate the event, will include the Festival Foods logo on all marketing 
and promotional materials for the event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the appropriate city officials are 
authorized to accept the funds from Festival Foods for the 2020, 2021, and 
2022 City Independence Day celebrations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That on behalf of the City of Sheboygan, the 
Common Council applauds the continued commitment of Festival Foods towards 
the City's Independence Day celebrations. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was duly passed by the 
Common Council of the City of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, on the day of 

--------------------------' 20 

Dated ------------------------------ 20 , City Clerk -----------------------------
Approved --------------------------- 20 ------------------------------' Mayor 
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December 19, 2019 

Ms. Nina Winistorfer 
Community Involvement Specialist 
Festival Foods 
1724 Lawrence Drive 
De Pere, Wl54115 

Dear Ms. Winistorfer 

Thank you for your interest in sponsori ng the City of Sheboygan 41h of July 
Freedom Fest event. We are grateful that Festival Foods has agreed to continue 
to fund the next three years of the fireworks show. 

As was approved through your application process, Festival Foods has agreed to 
sponsor the City's Freedom Fest fireworks display in the amount of $40,000 for 
2020, $40,000 for 2021 and $40,000 for 2022. As a continuation of the previous 
years, Festival Foods agrees to contract and pay for firework~ sh.ow:provided by 
an outside vendor at Sheboygan's lakefront. · ·.. · · 

Visit Sheboygan, Inc., is contracted with the City of Sheboygan to manage the 
Freedom Fest event and will provide promotional opportunities for the event 
utilizing Festival Foods logo. · · · . .• · .. :-.': : ·.· .. :::·-: .... ·. 

.. . .... . . . .· :: ' • 

on behalf of the City of Sheboygan, 1 wish tq e~pr~~~ 9~\.l(s:fn.c~re th~rjks and 
gratitude for Festival Foods continued commitm~rit to tl'}e .. C.ity and to the visitors 
and citizens who live here and enjoy this wonderf~_l ~yent. ·:Your generosity is 
directly responsible for the continued succes~. of.:llii$ .event, which is anticipated 
and enjoyed by an estimated 80,000 people.:e~lch y:e~r. · · 

.. ,.-... ~ . · .. · ... ;_._ ... . 
' .:. \' ·-·~.· "'': ~- .. . . 

If you are in acceptance, please sigri_' a"nd ·date··;n :the bo~below and email back 
to me at Chad.Pelishek@sheboygari'wi:gov··: · .·; · · : 

.. ;'.#. : ·.·_ , • , . 
Sincerely, 

.. · .. '. 

Chad Pelishek 
Planning & Development Director 

FESTIVAL FOODS AGREEMENT: 

~~~it§: 

Date S igned: 


