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CI TY OF SHEBOYGANVAYOR' S | NTERNATI ONAL COW TTEEThur sday, August 5, 2021

Mayor Sorenson called the neeting to order at 5: 15 pmin Conference Room 106
at Gty Hall (828 Center Avenue, Sheboygan) and the Pl edge of All egi ance was
recited.

Menbers present in-person: Mayor Ryan Sorenson, Sarah Schwefel, Al derperson
Betty Ackl ey, Dana El nzen, Rich Mesfeld, Tony Ramrer, Pete Janssen, Dane
Schaefer, and Mnica Hart.

Menbers not in attendance: Annie King-C ose, Nick Laurie, Deidre Martinez,
Carolyn Mesfeld, Cole Phillips, and Deb Sabol -WIIi ans.

El ection of officers: Dane nmade a notion to nomnate Rich Mesfeld as
chai rperson, Dana seconded, all approved. W are tabling the election for the
vice chairperson until the next M C neeting.

Cor r espondence:

Sarah emailed with Josh Hernday fromthe Sheboygan Synphony Orchestra and he
wasn t available to attend our neeting today, but he has it on his calendar to
attend our neeting on Septenber

2.

M nutes: Mtion to approve mnutes of July 1, 2021 neeting; notion passes.

| TEM5 FOR DI SCUSSI ON AND PGOSSI BLE ACTI ON

Esslingen Sister Cty updates. Mayor Sorenson will be attending the farewell
event for Mayor Jurgen at the end of Septenber. The new mayor of Esslingen has
been el ected, his nane is Matthias Klopfer. Katrin has also provided i nfo about
the possibility of an international chess tournament with the Esslingen Chess
Club and the Sheboygan chess pl ayers they are schedul ed to have an online
nmeeting wth each other the week of August



9. Trip to Esslingen in 2022. Carolyn has continued to be in contact with

D scovery Travel. The consensus of the discussion of the group is to aimfor
May 2022. Ryan and Sarah will reach out to Katrin to inquire about if they have
specific dates that they prefer. Esslingen Fest Sunday, Cctober 10, 2021. The
Ryan Kaut zer Band (3 -piece) is booked for a 4 -hour set for $550, he asked
what tinme frane we want. The group consensus is for himto perform1l: 30 amto
3: 30 pm Please note this year will the 5 th annual Esslingen Fest since

t he 4 th annual took place in 2019, we are skipping counting 2020 since the
event didn t happen that year. Betty will ask for tickets fromthe G een Bay

Bl i zzard. Dane and Tony said they wll|l assist with getting raffle itens. Sarah
will email the volunteer sign up list to the MC nenbers. Esslingen Coffee

Tal ks update from Anni e King-Cl ose. Sarah reported on Annie s behal f. Hopefully
everyone had a chance to read the enmail that Sarah forwarded on August 3 from
Katrin with a copy of the article fromthe Esslingen newspaper about the Coffee
Tal ks program Sarah spoke to Karley fromthe Sheboygan Fire Departnent to get
clarification about the status of the Coffee Tal ks programw th regard to a
gquestion that was brought up at our July 1 MC neeting about if/when staff from
t he Sheboygan Fire Department will participate. Karley said that there are
currently nore people in Sheboygan interested in participating than there are
for Esslingen fire departnment staff for themto be matched up with, and nost of
t he Sheboygan people are involved with People To People. Also, the current
phase of the programis ained at facilitating general conversations. It is
possi bl e that the programmay | ater nove to a second phase that is ained at
nore technical conversations related to enmergency service and fire departnent
topics, at that point there could be opportunity for Sheboygan fire departnent
staff to participate. Tsubanme Sister Gty updates and sub-comm ttee. Mayor
Sorenson had a video call with Mayor Suzuki on Thursday, July 29 there were
many ot her people fromthe Tsubane Cty Hall in the background as well. The
nmeeting went very well and Mayor Suzuki said it was the nost exciting day in
their City Hall in the past year! They showed Ryan all of the cutlery that they
make which is being used in the Aynpics. Ryan recently nmailed them a
postcard and they were very excited to receive it. Ryan would like to plan for
anot her Zoomcall in the future that involves the entire M C group. Annie,
Betty, and Cole started working as a sub-committee earlier this year and aimto
resume their efforts in Septenber when their schedul es allow. Pronoting other
Sheboygan international relationships. The Consul ate General of Great Britain
Is interested in comng to visit Sheboygan. Ryan will invite the Consul ate
General of Germany to attend Esslingen Fest. Future plans and ideas. For the
new people on the conmttee, Sarah explained that in past years we had hosted a
picnic on the 2 nd Sunday of August at the Deland Honme for the m ddl e school
exchange students. That of course isn t happening this year because of ongoing
limtations for exchange students, but there are only two students doing the
exchange program and Paul a from People To People is planning to host a pool
party at her house. R ch said he will share info about the plan for the pool
party as soon as he knows nore. Another thing that the M C has hosted in past
years is a reception and dinner at the Elk s Lodge for the high school exchange
students typically on the 2 nd Monday in Novenber. W didn t have that event in
2020 of course, but there were two exchange students who were already here on a
mul ti-year program so we put together gift bags for themand invited themto
attend our M C neeting in Novenber that year. As of right now we know of two
students that are here through People To People but won t be able to contact

t he hi gh school gui dance counselors until school is in session. W can di scuss
this further at our Septenber neeting. Dana nentioned that she knows of two
peopl e i n Sheboygan who are hosting high school exchange students this fall.

NEXT MEETI NG DATE: Septenber 2, 2021.



Adj ourned at 5: 56 pm



