Cty of Sheboygan CAEQK608435
2021-07-01
CI TY OF SHEBOYGANVAYOR S | NTERNATI ONAL COW TTEEThur sday, July 1, 2021

Mayor Sorenson called the neeting to order at 5: 15 pmin Conference Room 106
at Gty Hall (828 Center Avenue, Sheboygan) and the Pl edge of All egi ance was
recited.

Menbers present in-person: Mayor Ryan Sorenson, Sarah Schwefel, Al derperson
Betty Ackley, N ck Laurie, Dane Schaefer, Deidre Martinez, Dana El nzen, Carolyn
M esfeld, Cole Phillips, Tony Rammer, Deb Sabol -WII|ians, Pete Janssen.

Menbers not in attendance: Rich Mesfeld and Annie King-C ose.

El ection of officers: Dane nade a notion to postpone the election until the
next M C neeting because Rich Mesfeld is not at today s neeting and he has
expressed interest in running for the chairperson role; second by Pete; all in
favor; notion passes.

Cor r espondence:

Sarah received an email reply from Tsubanme on May 30, this was forwarded to

the M C nenbers on June

1. Mayor Sorenson has replied back to them and now that he s in contact with

t he Mayor of Tsubane and they have a Zoom neeting planned for the end of

July. Mayor Sorenson has been in contact with the German Consul ate in Chicago to
assist with getting Visas for the Esslingen students who plan on traveling to
Sheboygan this year.

Mayor Sorenson has been in contact with Sister City International which is
kind of a branch off of the State Departnent. W are not currently a nenber of
Sister City International, but that s sonmething we m ght consider joining, the



fee is about $600 per year. W can discuss this further at a future neeting.

M nutes: Mdtion to approve mnutes of April 1, 2021 neeting; notion passes.

| TEM5 FOR DI SCUSSI ON AND PGOSSI BLE ACTI ON

Esslingen Sister Cty updates. Sarah and Mayor Sorenson had a Zoom neeti ng

wWith Katrin, Jasm ne, and Mayor Jergen Zi eger on June

9. Mayor Zieger is retiring this Septenber after 23 years in office and there
wi Il be an election for the next mayor this sumer. Katrin and Jasm ne don t
know whet her or not the incomng mayor will be as supportive of the

I nternational efforts as Mayor Zi eger has been, but they are optimstic and
they plan to continue to support that initiative as nuch as possible. They are
very interested in growi ng the student exchanges there are generally nore
Esslingen students interested in comng to the US conpared to | ess interest
from Sheboygan students to go to Germany. Mayor Sorenson suggested that we send
fun/friendly postcards to themto keep in touch. Trip to Esslingen in 2022.
Carolyn had been in contact wwth D scovery Travel because that s the agent that
we ve used in the past. Carolyn stated that they have historically traveled to
Esslingen in May because the expense was nore reasonabl e conpared to traveling
there in fall because of seasonal events such as Oktoberfest. Carolyn said that
they often plan side trips to coincide with the main trip. Wien the MC

del egation traveled to Esslingen in 2017 it was a 12 -day trip. W will
continue to keep this itemon the agenda for discussion. Esslingen Fest 2021.
This in an annual brat fry that is a fundraiser for MC, Carolyn said that R ch
has reserved a date at 3 Sheeps, we will check with Rich to see what that date
Is. Sarah will ask Henry if he has been in contact with the Ryan Kautzer Band
toinquire if he s available. A question was asked regardi ng how nuch profit

we ve nmade in past years, Sarah said she will |ook up that information and
provide it to the MC nenbers by the next neeting. A suggestion was nmade to
consi der addi ng the Hammerschl agen gane to the event. Cole nentioned that he is
the | ead arborist at Christopher Farm & Gardens and he could assist with
getting our event at that venue in the future if we re interested. Dane

menti oned that we m ght consider doing this event at a different tinme of year
other than in the fall to have a separation from Okt oberfest events. Nick
suggested an idea of doing an event that s during the Christnmas Market season.
Tony, Deidre, Pete, and Dane nentioned that they interested in being part of a
subcomm ttee for this. Youth synphony exchange with Esslingen. For the new
menbers of the commttee, the background info about this is that Josh Hernday,
who is the executive director of the Sheboygan Synphony, attended the March 4
nmeeting of the M C and proposed the idea of doing a youth synphony exchange

bet ween Sheboygan and Esslingen. Sarah has provided Josh s info to Katrin and
Jasmne earlier this week and hopes that we can all connect soon to further

di scuss ideas for this. Sarah will reach out to Josh to invite himto the
August 5 M C neeting. Esslingen Coffee Tal ks update from Anni e Ki ng-C ose.
Sarah reported on Annie s behalf. Earlier this year, Esslingen initiated the

I dea of a new project called Coffee Talks to connect conversation partners
fromthe Esslingen fire/emergency dispatch to match themup with a Sheboyganite
conversation partner. These informal video call conversations began in Mrch
with five sets of partners, and are continuing to proceed snoothly. Schedul es
vary anong the conversation partners, and generally take place every week or
two. There has been a noticeable inprovenent in the English skills our
Esslingen counterparts, which has been great to see. Annie envisions that these
one-on-one friendshi ps would add a personal dinension to future exchange trips
bet ween Sheboygan and Esslingen. Nick offered the idea about having a



conpar abl e program for high school students who are each |earning the
respecti ve | anguages. Tsubane Sister City updates and sub-conmttee. Myor
Sorenson stated that one of the primary reasons that we have a Sister City
relationship with Tsubane is because they are world-renowned in their high-end
utensils and culinary inplenents this is sonething we have in comon with
regard to Vollrath. We have been Sister Cities with themsince 1996 this year
IS our 25 -year anniversary! Dane has photos from 1996 when the Tsubane

del egation visited. Deb suggested an idea of doing a video of children
gathering and singing at Peace Park that we could share with Tsubane. Cole is
thrilled to hear that Mayor Sorenson has a Zoom neeting schedul ed he proposed
doing a simlar idea of doing the Coffee Talks. Cole also nentioned that he
has a contact in Kenosha who is fromJapan if we are in need of translation
assi stance. Annie, Betty, and Col e have been working as a sub-commttee and
will continue their efforts. Pronoting other Sheboygan international

rel ati onshi ps. Mayor Sorenson has been in contact with a variety of

I nternational Consul ates. He nentioned that because there is a | arge Hnong
comunity in the Sheboygan, we m ght consider supporting themwth their events
such as the Hmong New Year. This section is open to ideas. Pete nentioned that
he was recently in Madison and he saw flags on light poles that represented
Madi son s Sister Cities we could consider doing sonething |ike that here.
Dane suggested that we consider highlighting the stories/lives of refugees.
Tony mentioned that the JMKAC is hosting cultural conmmunity conversations we
need to determ ne the scope of what we want our efforts to be. A question was
asked about what our mssion statenent is for the MC, Sarah stated that the

m ssion statenent is included in the guidelines docunent that was enmailed to
the M C nenbers on Tuesday. Future plans and ideas. W ve pretty nuch covered
this topic with discussions in the previous agenda itens. A gquestion was asked
about our social nedia presence and Sarah said she will send everyone the |ink
to the M C Facebook page.

NEXT MEETI NG DATE: August 5, 2021.

Adj ourned at 6: 37 pm



