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Man drowns when 
large wave knocks 
him off pier 

Friends' rescue attempts fail 

By Mickey Ciokajio 
Tribune wnter 

A v1sit to Grand Haven turned tragic Frida~ afternoon when a 29-year­
old man dro\med after a gtant wa\ e tossed lum from the South P1er 

Two fnends dove m to sm e Eugene V 1ctor Grocho'' sk1 of Delton when 
he was washed in at 3 25 p m. but 52-degree water and 8-foot wm·es 
pre' ented them from pullmg hun to safer:, sa.d R1chard SLct epanek. deput} 
duector of the Depanrnent of Public Safet~ 

Roger SmJth. of Kalamazoo. and 28-year-old Plam\\ell res1dcnt Mark 
Coh,ell managed to get back on the p1cF and ''ere treated for hypothermia at 
North Ottawa Commuruty Hospital They ''ere released F nday e\ enmg. 
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IN MEMORY OF 
LIVES LOST 

Off Ttl ESt PIERS. 

IN HONOR OF 
~~;;;;r~r THOSE WHO TRIED 

-:.._ 10 SAVE iMEM. 
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CAUTION 

THIS STRUCTURE PROTECTS NAVIGATION 

INSURE YOUR SAFETY-USE WITH CAUTION 

KEEP OFF DURING STORMS ---------- -------~ OR HIGH SEAS 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS U.S. ARMY DETROIT DISTRICT 

SLIPPING - TRIPPING 

HAZARDS PRESENT 
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[IS[][? @QD~~~ Break the Grip of the Rip! 

Rjp currents are powerful currents of water moving away from shore. 
They can sweep even the strongest swimmer out to sea. 

Signs & Posters 



A few suggested safety 
precautions ... 

H • Closely supervise your children . 
......; 

• Do not dive 9ft o1 or swim 
around pier structures. 

over. 

• Avoid walking upon wet, . 
slippery areas. 

• Do not get close to the edge. 

• Do not run or climb upon pier 
structures. 

• Local ordinances may prohibit 
swimmjng in navigational 
channels. 

Sponsored by: 

w 
US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
Detroit District 

Grand Haven Area Public ScMols 

Photograph by 
Peggy Ray 

Pier Safety: 
A matter of life 
or death 



Down through the ages, 
mothers, fathers, grandpar­

ents, and responsible adults 
around the world have warned 
children for generations to watch 
where they go - stay out of traffic, 
away from those stampeding 
buffalos or whatever the threat 
max, be. 

The following potential hazards 
should be considered by individu­
als contemplating recreational use 
of the~ structures. 

Olying and Swimming Hazards 
unseen hazards exist just below the water line. Hazards like 
n concrete, underwater cables. strong current~ . and undertows 
killed many unsuspecting divers and swimmers. 

Injuries 
Piers can be extremely slippery. People can slip and fall resulting in 
broken bones, head injuries, lacerations, sprains, and bruises. 

Drownings 
People can fall off, get washed off, or are blown off piers on the Great 
Cakes. It is imperative that you be alert to these dangers. 
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~ Pier Safety 
Where is it working? 

• White Lake · 
- Electronic trip devices when ring is taken 

• Frankfort 
- Pier Safety Education Deck: Call box (~ireless 

phone), Memorial, Lifesaving Instructions 
- Life rings & Throw Ropes 

• Grand Haven 
- Emergency call box (wireless phone) and 

beacon 
- Memorial Stone on South pier@ shor~_line . 
- Life Rings and Throw Ropes _ ·.:. ~-. ~- .. -; 

. . . 

• St. Joseph Harbor- Call boxes installed. by-City ·-. __ · · ·-
• Manistee - Life rings and .throw ropes 

. .. .. 

• Michigan City, IN -- Life rings in alarmed boxes · .-. 
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• Login I Register I 2:5 February:.: "' 

United States Army Corps of Engtneers ~ Pnnter Fri endly I Site Map I Feedbac k I FA Q 

News and Events _E_m~p_l -=oy~m_e_nt _ _ _ 

• Access press A link to the Army 
releases and news Civilian Personnel 
clips from the Corps Online Vacancy 
• Water related Announcements 
educational materials homepage. 

• Request presenters 
through our Speakers 
Bureau 
• Get Corps photos 
• Access our 
publ ications 

Who We Are 

--------
Projects and 
Studies 

Learn about our Access our project 
many offices that information sheets , 
include Environmental dredging and 
Services and and navigation 
Project informatio.n, 

• Saginaw Bay 

• Moving Toward A Sustainable 
Great Lakes 



" ffi _,·GREAT LAKES p C 
IDEACH & _ 1ER oAFETY 

TASK FORCE 

making a difference ... 

www.respectthepower.org 



 

 

 
Sign locations: USACE Project Sign (#1), Removal of old  

Warning/ Caution Nav. Structure (#2) and installation of proposed new signs (#1 thru #5 
Proposed Signs) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

          

             
 

FIGURE 12 - Example of Proposed Signs #1 and #3 thru #6 

 
Sign Details: 

Warning Sign    No Swimming Sign   No Jumping or Diving Sign 

Font: Helvetica medium extended Font: Helvetica bold   Font: Helvetica bold 
Font size: 2”    Font size: .75”    Font size: .75” 
Material: cut vinyl   Material: cut vinyl   Material: cut vinyl  
Font/Border color: black  Font color: Black, red circle  Font color: Black, red circle 
 
Panel size (w/h): 26.25” x 18”  Panel size (w/h): 9” x 11”  Panel size (w/h): 9” x 11” 
Material: Aluminum   Material: Aluminum   Material: Aluminum 
Mounting: Double Post   Mounting: Single Post (both signs)  Mounting: Single Post (both signs) 
Color: Lemon Yellow; reflective vinyl Color: White, reflective vinyl  Color: White, reflective vinyl 
 
 
Structure Picture Sign   Wave Picture Sign 
Material: cut vinyl    Material: cut vinyl 
Color: black and lemon yellow   Color: black and lemon yellow 
Size (w/h): 12” x 12”    Size (w/h): 12” x 12” 
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